3i8      Truth on the Tragedy of France
" Do you think so ? He has more to ask from us than
from Great Britain/'
" No! They want Malta, Gibraltar, Suez and Egypt.
After that they'll turn their attention to us. I allowed
some Italian journalists to talk freely, and they told me
that."
" What do they know about it ? "
We dropped the subject of Italy. The talk continued
fitfully. I note it down chiefly as a document, for it was
the last conversation that we had together. Soon after
it I should leave France and he would mount the pinnacle
to become legally something like the Dauphin of the King
of France, but actually May01 of the Palace.
" Is it true that Pierre Cot is going as Ambassador to
Russia ? " he asked.
" The idea's been given up.   But really you're the person
Reynaud ought to ask to go to Moscow.   You're the only
one who knows Stalin."
M. Pierre Laval laughed derisively.
" My word!   We got on very well together.   We under-
stand each other thoroughly/*
'* Have you seen Daladier ? "
" Yes.   He said nothing to me."
'* No one goes to see him now.   The wheel has turned.
Humanity's pretty contemptible."
" Yes. The people who cheered him are now talking
of shooting him ! "
'* How about Reynaud ?   What's his position as regards
the Senate ? "
.    " Not much better than Daladier's."
He questioned me about the panic that spread through
the Government on May z6th.
" Were they all over the place ? "
" Except for one."
" Who was that ? "
*' Mandel was the only man to keep his balance."
" I'm not surprised.   I saw him in the last war.   He's